131 Flinn Dr., Ste. B, Batavia, IL  60510

630-879-1392

Minutes of the June 9, 2009 regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Batavia Township.

Brian Singer led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Batavia Township

Supervisor Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  

Roll Call:  Present: Supervisor James Anderson; Trustees Ron Gilkerson, Brian Singer, Leigh Tracy, John West; Road Commissioner Christopher Long; Clerk Susan Fricano.

Absent:  Assessor Tammy Kavanaugh
Others Present:  Van Larson, township attorney; Layla Beth, township office manager; Ethan Hastert candidate for election to congress; Residents: Howard Katz, Sue Krol, Ellen Nottke, and Gail Schneideu 

Minutes:  Trustee Gilkerson moved to approve the minutes of the May 12, 2009 regular meeting, seconded by Trustee West.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes: Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson

Nays:  None

Motion passed.

Accounts:  Trustee West moved to approve the accounts from May; Trustee Singer seconded the motion.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes: Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson

Nays:  None

Motion passed.

Assessor’s report:  Assessor absent.  Supervisor Anderson reported that things have slowed down in the assessor’s office.  They are not receiving as many phone calls.

Road Commissioner’s Report:  Commissioner Long reported that things are business as usual.  Bids are being taken for the Nelson Lake Road resurfacing.  It is approximately 7,000 feet of road or a little over a mile to be resurfaced.  Bids are supervised by the county.  They are having some ditch and drainage problems and they are being looked into presently.

Old Business:

· Supervisor Anderson offered to sign up newly elected township officials for training and send in all the necessary paperwork.  Trustee Gilkerson encouraged all elected officials to attend.  He feels the training is very informative in that it provides newly elected officials with a good understanding of their roles and responsibilities to the township.  Trustee Gilkerson has attended every year since becoming a board member.  He feels that this has helped expand the horizon and responsibilities of board members.  Supervisor Anderson added that he goes to 2 to 3 training sessions a year and he always feels as though he comes away with something new and a broader knowledge of his role.  Trustee West added he would look to Trustee Gilkerson as a mentor.

New Business:

· Prevailing Wage Ordinance:  Supervisor Anderson explained the prevailing wage ordinance which basically states that if Highway Commissioner Christopher Long hires a crew to do work for the township, they must be paid according to the union scale. Trustee Gilkerson added that the wages may look high, but there are other things factored into that wage rate like pension and health care.   Layla, township office manager, made a copy of the list of trades and there rates for the Trustees.  Upon a motion made by Trustee Tracy to pass the prevailing wage ordinance, seconded by Trustee Gilkerson. Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson

Nays:  None

Motion passed.

· Mental Health Board appointments:  Supervisor Anderson stated that Sue Krol and Nancy Murphy were both up for re-election to the Mental Health Board.  Upon a motion made by Trustee Singer to re-appoint both individuals, seconded by Trustee West.  Roll call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson

Nays:  None

Motion passed.

· Mental Health Report: Trustee Gilkerson spoke about the Mental Health Board.  Trustee Gilkerson is the president of the local board and the representative for Batavia at the 708 INC board.  He stated the INC board is an umbrella group that consists of 5 townships (Batavia, Aurora, Sugar Grove, Virgil and Big Rock).  They have come together to form a board.  They currently have a $2 to $3 million budget the bulk of which is paid by Aurora.  Supervisor Anderson reported Batavia contributes 300,000 to that budget through residential property taxes.  Trustee Gilkerson acknowledged some agencies that benefit from the money are the Suicide Prevention Service and the Conley Outreach Community Service.  Trustee Gilkerson explained that agencies come to the 708 INC board make appeals and state their case as to why they should get funding.  Trustee Gilkerson stated over the past 4 to 5 years those seeking Mental Health Services has increased and he acknowledged again Stephanie Weber with the Suicide Prevention Service who was presented with an award by the board for her outstanding service to the community.  He state the board lent them the money to move to Batavia and they repaid it in full.  He also acknowledged Mr. Conley and his exceptional work in bereavement and children. Lastly, Trustee Gilkerson addressed an election question about how much money was spent for the senior services in Batavia.  Trustee Gilkerson stated he is looking into this very issue and having services broken down by age in order to see exactly who are benefiting from what services.  He explained if services are expanded too much they will probably overlap with other agencies offering similar services.   This could be beneficial, especially if there are cuts in funding.  Supervisor Anderson stated as more funds become available the township would like to increase funds available to seniors, but he emphasized the township would need to be cautious now because of possible cuts in funding.

· Expense Sheets:  Supervisor Anderson handed out the required expense sheet to all elected officials.  The expense sheets are required to be filled out by everyone for reimbursement of township related expenses.

Trustee Reports:  

· Trustee West inquired about the new website and if it would be up and running soon.  Supervisor Anderson stated that the company doing the website needed to address that question, but reassured Trustee West that the company has only been paid half of the fee and will not get anything more until project is completed.
· Trustee West reported that BATV has a board but no representative from the township sits on that board.  Supervisor Anderson inquired if they were interested in having someone from the township sit on the board.  Trustee West stated he had spoken to them and they were interested.  If no one else was interested, Trustee West stated he would step up to represent the township on the BATV board.
Other Business:

· Ethan Hastert introduced himself as a long time resident of the Fox Valley.  He is 31 years old and a practicing attorney.  He stated he is presently forming a committee to run against Foster in 2010. Five to six months ago he became aware and unhappy with things coming out of D.C.  He inquired around and realized not many people were interested in running.  He began reaching out to individuals in his district and realized they shared many of the same concerns and ideas.  He was encouraged by what he was hearing, his ideas were being received well and so he decided to run to represent Illinois 14th district in the House of Representatives.  Resident Howard Katz inquired as to his exposure and qualifications to run.  Ethan Hastert referred to his father, Denny Hastert who was the former speaker and member of congress representing the district for 20 years.  Hastert feels he has had extensive exposure to the congressional process; he has been close to the issues and constituents his entire life and feels he can help where others cannot.  He thanked the township for allowing him to speak and left his contact information with Supervisor Anderson to be distributed to anyone interested.
· Trustee Singer stated he felt honored to serve as an elected official in the township.  He thanked Vicki Mitchell for encouraging him to run.  Ellen Nottke and the Batavian Republicans for the Batavia Township for their support through the election.  He thanked past board members for their hard work and dedication.  He thanked Resident Howard Katz (former trustee) for his offer of assistance.  Finally, he thanked the voters and stated he would do his best to improve the quality of life for individuals in the township.

· Trustee West stated he also wanted to extend a thank you to his wife and children, citizens who signed his petition and put signs in their yards, Mr. Marconi for his words of advice and encouragement, and Mr. Frydendall for putting up a sign on his building.
Adjournment:  Upon a motion made by Trustee Gilkerson, seconded by Trustee Singer and unanimously approved, the Board Meeting adjourned at 8:03p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Susan Fricano, Township Clerk

Approval by the Board of Trustees:  Date:  
