Batavia Township

131 Flinn Dr. Suite B

Batavia, IL  60510

630-879-1392

Minutes of the July 13, 2010 regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Batavia Township.

Trustee Gilkerson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Call to Order:

Supervisor Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

Roll Call:  Present: Supervisor James Anderson; Trustees Ron Gilkerson, Leigh Tracy, John West; Assessor Tammy Kavanaugh; Road Commissioner Christopher Long; Township Clerk Sue Fricano.

Others Present:  Van Larson, Township Attorney; Residents: Howard Katz;  Bob Chalberg, Township Accountant
Absent:  Trustee Singer
Checking of Bills and Checks for July 2010
Minutes:  Trustee Gilkerson moved to approve the minutes of the June 2010 regular meeting, seconded by Trustee Tracy.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Tracy, West, Anderson.
Nays:  None

Motion passed.

Accounts:  Trustee West moved to approve the accounts from June 2010; Trustee Tracy seconded the motion.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Tracy, West, Anderson.
Nays:  None

Motion passed.

Assessor’s report:  Assessor Kavanaugh reported that they are finalizing things and certifying assessment roles which should be done by next week.  It will take the county 30 days to finalize everything.  Everything should be on the website one week from Monday.  Assessor Kavanaugh encouraged people to call the township office and speak to someone in the assessor’s office before filing an appeal.  Trustee Gilkerson commented on the magazine that is put out by TOI called the Township Perspective.  He commented on an article about the property tax system, the article is titled, ‘The Property Tax System:  Is It “Broken”?’.  The article talks about how our current system gives people time to think and challenge assessments, there are not many other tax systems that allow you to challenge them.  This is one of the positive things about the property tax system and Trustee Gilkerson encourages everyone to read this article.  Assessor Kavanaugh encouraged people with any further questions regarding assessments to visit the website at  www.bataviatownship.com or contact the office at 630-879-1323.

Road Commissioner’s Report:  Commissioner Long reported they are busy with summer work.
Old Business:
A. June Conference:  Trustee Tracy reported that he felt the conference was a good experience allowing Townships to share ideas, thoughts and experiences.  He attended a session led by Paul Green from Roosevelt University that he found very entertaining.   He spoke on the state of the state and did a good job.  Trustee Tracy also attended a session on Trustees approval and auditing of bills and checks.  Finally, Trustee Tracy attended a session on general assistance which he found very informative and a subject he really did not know a lot about. 

Trustee Gilkerson also attended the session with Paul Green and felt he did a good job at outlining alternatives to salvaging the pension plans.  There will be some hard decisions to be made in the near future.  Trustee Gilkerson attended a session on how Townships can make money.  He found it very interesting.  Some examples of how they can make money are through advertising.  They could put a sign on the side of the Township trucks promoting a business.  Another example Trustee Gilkerson found interesting was if you put a cell tower on a garage or building owned by the Township the Township could bring in $3,000 to $5,000 a month and it is all perfectly legal.

B. Website:  Supervisor Anderson and Trustee Tracy reported that they continue to work on the website.

New Business:
A. Re-appointment of Howard Katz to Mental Health Board:  Supervisor Anderson made a motion to have Howard Katz re-appointed to the Mental Health Board.  Trustee Tracy moved to approve the re-appointment, seconded by Trustee Gilkerson.  Roll call was taken.
Ayes:  Gilkerson, Tracy, West, Anderson.
Nayes:  None.

Motion Passed.

B. Clerk appointment to Deputy Clerk:  Clerk Fricano appointed resident Howard Katz to Deputy Clerk.
C. FOIA Training:  Supervisor Anderson reported that he completed the FOIA training and is now a certified FOIA officer.
Trustee Reports:
Trustee Gilkerson reported on some red mulberry trees that were planted 10 years ago.  They were planted by the Plain Dirt Gardeners, they are very slow growing but all 4 that were originally planted are still alive and doing well today.  They were originally brought to the U.S. and planted so we could manage our own silk during WWII.  Trustee Gilkerson also reported that he attended a conference in Campaign, IL dealing with seniors.  There was a session on laws for older adults in which a book was passed out surrounding laws specific to seniors.  Trustee Gilkerson asked Supervisor Anderson to make a few copies of the book to keep on hand at the Township office for interested residents.  Trustee Gilkerson highlighted some examples of what is in the book:  Homestead exemption, auto registration fee reduction, estates and wills, reverse mortgages…etc.  All very important information for seniors.
Other Business:  
Resident Howard Katz reminded everyone of the 10am program to take place at the VFW on Rte 25 in Batavia tomorrow.  The program is for veterans to find out about benefits available for themselves and families of veterans.  Trustee Gilkerson stated there are a lot of changes in the laws and he encouraged everyone who is eligible to take advantage of this program.
Supervisor Anderson reported on the annual educational conference in Springfield on November 7th to 9th.  If anyone is interested in going Jim needs to know by the next meeting and he will send in all the information.  Otherwise, past this date individuals will send in their own information.
Trustee Tracy make a final comment on a Batavia Chamber event he attended where there was an individual who spoke on the state of the county, which surprisingly was fairly good.  Trustee Tracy pointed out the bond rating for the county went up which is good but unusual.  Trustee Tracy stated he has been attending a lot of meetings lately, namely the meeting on the recreational center in downtown Batavia.  Trustee Tracy congratulated the Park District, the City, the Chamber and all others involved on their ability to work together.  He felt he was more favorable about the proposal after the meeting than he was before.  The other Trustees agreed.
Adjournment:  Upon a motion made by Trustee Gilkerson, seconded by Trustee West and unanimously approved, the Board Meeting adjourned at 7:33 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Susan Fricano, Township Clerk


Approved by the Board of Trustees: _______________________________Date:  _________ 
