Batavia Township

131 Flinn Dr. Suite B

Batavia, IL  60510

630-879-1392

Minutes of the December 14, 2010 regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Batavia Township.

Call to Order:

Supervisor Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
Township Clerk Sue Fricano led the pledge.
Roll Call:  Present: Supervisor James Anderson; Trustees Ron Gilkerson, Brian Singer, Leigh Tracy, John West; Road Commissioner Christopher Long; Assessor Tammy Kavanaugh; Township Clerk Sue Fricano.
Others Present:  Van Larson, Township Attorney; Bob Chalberg, Township Accountant.
Residents: Howard Katz

Checking of Bills and Checks for November 2010
Minutes:  Trustee Tracy moved to approve the minutes of the November 2010 regular meeting, seconded by Trustee West.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.
Nays:  None

Motion passed.

Accounts:  Trustee Singer moved to approve the accounts from November 2010; Trustee Gilkerson seconded the motion.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.
Nays:  None

Motion passed.

Assessor’s report:  Assessor Kavanaugh reported that she has one more hearing and they are done for the year.  There were 161 Appeals and of that 52 were non appearance hearings.  This is the first time the county has offered this option.  At a non appearance the home owner and assessor do not have to show up, they just have to produce evidence for their appeal/decision.  Trustee Gilkerson inquired how long it takes to put together an appeal.  Assessor Kavanaugh stated anywhere from 1 to 3 hours depending on the home, comparables and other factors like uniformity and value.

Road Commissioner’s Report:  Commissioner Long reported winter has arrived and everything is going well.  He wanted to state his appreciation to the public for their patience while the roads are being cleared.  Trustee West stated he lives in the township and feels the road crew does a good job.  Commissioner Long stated it is hard to clear the roads with the wind and snow and it is near impossible to salt.  He also feels it is a waste of time and money because if they salt on the snow it will dilute it and then the temperature drops and it freezes again.  
Old Business:  none to report.
New Business:
A. Passage of General Fund Levy:  Supervisor Anderson asked if there were any questions regarding the General Fund Levy.  Trustee Tracy inquired about the difference from last year.  Supervisor Anderson stated there is about a 4%  increase, 3.7% to be exact plus new construction, he stated it does not amount to much.
Supervisor Anderson called for a motion to pass the General Fund Levy.  Trustee Gilkerson moved to approve the passage of the General Fund Levy:  Trustee Tracy seconded the motion.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson

Nays:  None

Motion Passed.

B.      Passage of Road and Bridge Levy:  Supervisor Anderson asked if there were any 

           questions regarding the Road and Bridge Levy.  There were none.  Supervisor Anderson   

           called for a motion to pass the Road and Bridge Levy.  Trustee Tracy moved to approve 
           the passage of the Road and Bridge Levy.  Trustee West seconded the motion.  Roll-call 

           vote was taken.

           Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson

           Nays:  None

           Motion Passed.

C.      Fare increase for Ride-in-Kane:  Supervisor Anderson reported he attended a meeting 
           proposing a fare increase of $0.50 from $3.00 to $3.50 each way for the ride-in-Kane 

           program.  There were some issues of change making with the fare increase.  Another 

           proposal is to wait until June and make the increase $1.00.  The meetings around ride-in-

           Kane take place on the second Thursday of the month at the county office in Geneva.  

           Supervisor Anderson felt attending would be very interesting for many.  For example, 

           many people do not realize the program is subsidized by the township and city together,

           each ride is subsidized $12.00 each way.  That is $24.00 every time someone rides.  

           Public transportation is expensive because you have to take into account other things like
           road and vehicle maintenance.

           Resident Howard Katz asked Supervisor Anderson to explain ride-in-Kane.  Supervisor

           Anderson explained it is a ride program for seniors, the disabled and low income.  He 

           stated you have to register to ride at the billing department in Batavia.  You have to call 

           one day in advance to schedule a ride and rides can be set up by subscription so they are 

           automatic every week or month for reoccurring appointments.  He also explained there are 

           cabs and vehicles with lifts.
Trustee Reports
Trustee Gilkerson reported on the toys that his wood working group is making for disadvantaged children.  So far they have made 875 toys of which 300 went to the Batavia Access Toy Drive.  He also commented on the Batavia Food Pantry and the increased need at this time of year.  Finally, on a personal note Trustee Gilkerson and his wife have decided to not give each other gifts this year and to donate the money to the food pantry.  They feel they have everything they need and are happy to be in a position to help others.  
Supervisor Anderson reported that there is a need for gifts for teenagers at the toy drive as they seem to be overlooked by the toys for younger children.

Other Business:  
Batavia Enterprises came by with a sample of a sign that will list all the businesses along Flinn St.  They wanted to put the sign at the top of the hill so people become aware of all the business along Flinn St., but the City would not let them and so they will put it at the bottom of the hill in the parking lot.
Adjournment:  Upon a motion made by Trustee Gilkerson, seconded by Trustee Singer and unanimously approved, the Board Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Susan Fricano, Township Clerk


Approved by the Board of Trustees: _______________________________Date:  _________
