Batavia Township

131 Flinn Dr. Suite B

Batavia, IL  60510

630-879-1392

Minutes of the April 12, 2011 regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Batavia Township.

Call to Order:
Supervisor Anderson called to order the Budget Hearings at 6:45pm.

Roll Call:  Present: Supervisor James Anderson; Trustees: Ron Gilkerson, Brian Singer, Leigh Tracy, John West; Road Commissioner Christopher Long; Assessor Tammy Kavanaugh; Township Clerk Sue Fricano.
Others Present:  Bob Chalberg, Township Accountant; Van Larson, Township Attorney; Layla Beth, Township Office Manager.
Residents: Howard Katz

Trustee Tracy wanted to comment on the Mosquito Program and wanted to have it re-evaluated through the year …is it a wise expenditure?

Supervisor Anderson asked for approval of the Budget for the General Fund.  Trustee Gilkerson moved to approve the Budget, seconded by Trustee Tracy.  Roll-call vote was taken.
Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.

Nays:  None.

Motion Passed.

Supervisor Anderson asked for approval of the Budget for the General Road Fund.  He noted that the beginning balance 2010 should read 2011.  Trustee Singer moved to approve the Budget, seconded by Trustee West.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.

Nays:  None.

Motion Passed.

The Budget Hearings adjourned at 6:51pm.

Supervisor Anderson called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
Checking of Bills and Checks for March 2011
Minutes:  Trustee Tracy moved to approve the minutes of the March 2011 regular meeting, seconded by Trustee Gilkerson.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.
Nays:  None

Motion passed.

Accounts:  Trustee West moved to approve the accounts from March 2011; Trustee Singer seconded the motion.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.
Nays:  None

Motion passed.

Assessor’s report:  Assessor Kavanaugh reported that the Assessor’s office is busy compiling data and generating neighborhood reports for re-assessments.  They are hoping to start re-assessments next week and hope to be completed by late August.  Assessor Kavanaugh encouraged residents to call the township office and speak with her or another staff member before going to the county and filing an appeal.  Supervisor Anderson asked Assessor Kavanaugh to comment on the assessment process in order to help avoid any confusion.  Assessor Kavanaugh explained that assessments are based on the past three years, using housing sales from 2008, 2009 and 2010.  They are not based on the current market.  
Road Commissioner’s Report:  Commissioner Long reported they are in a transition period into spring.  This week began leaf pick up and will continue for the next 2-3 weeks.  Next week they will begin brush pick up.  Commissioner Long noted there is a change this year to brush pick up and every township resident should have received a green notice regarding the changes, if they did not they can contact the Township office regarding the changes, or pick up a green information sheet at the township office located at 131 Flinn St., Suite B, 630.879.1392.  Basically, the guidelines for pick up are that brush must be in bundles no longer than 6ft and have a diameter no more that 6 inches, weigh no more than 50lbs and be no bigger than an arm full tied with string or twine.  Piles must not contain any yard waste.  The Batavia Township is the only Township that picks up weekly.
Old Business:  

A. Annual Town Meeting 8:00pm Tonight – Supervisor Anderson noted that the Annual Town meeting will be held tonight after the regular monthly meeting.

B. Public Participation at Meetings – Trustee Gilkerson commented on a seminar he attended on this topic.  At the seminar they put forth the idea that people should have to call ahead to speak at the meetings and should be given anywhere from 3-5 minutes to speak.  There was discussion about when to have the public participation, how long, what about repetition of discussion by the public and how to cut the discussion off and if the public should be required to notify the Township before the meeting of their interest to speak.  Township Attorney, Van Larson, commented that ultimately the Supervisor leads the meeting and can direct the discussion.  He also commented that having the public phone in to participate would become very difficult and hard to organize.  It is open public participation, the supervisor can direct the discussion if it is becoming repetitious, and if something comes up that needs to be voted on, it will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.  This will give everyone time to review the discussion/item up for vote.  Trustee West suggested we put public participation in after the Trustee Report on the agenda.  Trustee Singer agreed as this will give the public the opportunity to listen to the meeting and make any comments.  There was some consensus that public participation at the meetings would not require a phone call to the Township to speak.  The public participation would go on the agenda after the Trustee Report, the public would be given from 3-5 minutes to speak and it will be up to the Supervisor to direct the discussion and cut off the discussion because of repetition.  Any discussion/item that required a vote would be added to the next month’s agenda.
C. Kane County Meeting March 16, 2011 – Supervisor Anderson commented that the meeting had a nice presentation and the tour of the Highway Department was very eye opening with their limited space to park all their vehicles.   Supervisor Anderson was impressed with cleanliness and organization of the Department. 

New Business:
A. Passages of Budgets - the budgets were passed at the Budget hearings held at 6:45pm before the regular monthly meeting this evening.

B. Road and Bridge Transfers:
· $1,400 from Miscellaneous to Fuel, Oil and Lubricants

· $2,400 from Miscellaneous to Vehicle Maintenance

C. INC Board Open House – Supervisor Anderson advised that the deadline for RSVP was

April 8th but if you call in the morning you can probably still attend, he encouraged the board to attend.

D. Neighbors of Batavia Magazine – Trustee Tracy has meet with other organizations 

      represented in the Neighbor Magazine (Batavia Chamber of Commerce) and has spoken
      with the editor Tim Sullivan about the Township being represented in the magazine 
      again.  Supervisor Anderson stated that the Township purchase space in the magazine 
      only once when they moved to this location from the City of Batavia building, so the public 
      would be aware of the new location.  Trustee Tracy had pricing for different set ups, 
      whether the Township would want to be in all 6 yearly issues or just a couple and have 
      one or two pages.  The Township could dictate what they wanted and how often they
      wanted to be in the magazine.  There was discussion about the cost and effectiveness of 
      reaching all the township residents.  There was also discussion around what would be 
      highlighted in articles, who would write the articles and who would be responsible for the 
      content published.  Trustee Tracy volunteered to be the responsible party if it is 
      something the Township decided to do.  The idea was left for the board to contemplate,
      further discussion will take place at the next monthly board meeting.
E. Mental Health Seminar -  Trustee Gilkerson attended this seminar as a member of the 
INC Board.  He wanted to speak about the seminar at the board meeting to highlight the mental health situation and emphasize the need for more funding to support those with mental health conditions.   Trustee Gilkerson highlighted the fact that mental illness is often seen as a back seat issue.  He gave an example from the Sheriff’s Association, who was downtown at the same time, appealing to the State Legislators about an increased need for more funding for mental illness in the jails.  The jails are filled with individuals who have some kind of mental illness.  These individuals are generally isolated from the regular jail population because they are picked on by others.  They are isolated with no medication or therapy.  They are a burden on the penal system and more funding is need to better deal with this situation.  Trustee Gilkerson stated their needs to be some emphasis on bringing mental illness to the front seat and realizing the importance of helping those in need.  Supervisor Anderson agreed and commented that we need to address and know the issues that are out there right now.
F. Identity Protection Policy – Supervisor Anderson advised that everyone should have received a copy of the policy and any questions regarding the policy can be addressed at the next meeting.  The Township Attorney, Van Larson, commented quickly to the group on need to use only part of the Social Insurance number on documents for protection, but further discussion will take place at the next meeting, this item will be placed back on the agenda.

At this point the meeting was recessed to begin the Annual Meeting on time.  Upon a motion made by Trustee Tracy and seconded by Trustee Singer the regular meeting was recessed until after the Annual Meeting when it will reconvene.  Roll-Call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson

Nays:  None

Motion Passed.

At 8:10pm, after the Annual Meeting the regular meeting reconvened.  Upon a motion made by Trustee West and seconded by Trustee Gilkerson the regular meeting was reconvened.  Roll-Call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson

Nays:  None

Motion Passed.

G. Emergency Assistance Program:  Supervisor Anderson and Layla Beth, Township 
Office Manager, spoke on the need to reinstate the emergency assistance program.  They are seeing many more cases where people are falling through the cracks because they are not eligible through us under the General Welfare program, they do not meet State requirements and/or other agencies requirements and they literally need emergency assistance.  The Township did away with the EAP because they were seeing the same transients come in each month to the day of their eligibility and get assistance.  However, because of the current economic situation there seems to be an increasing need to help those that do not meet state requirements and cannot wait to be approved by other agencies.  Layla Beth has ordered an EAP manual from TOI (Township Officials of Illinois) to help guide them in setting up some guidelines to run the program.  Supervisor Anderson advised the board that the Township does not need permission to do this but they want to keep everyone informed of what is going on at the Township and the services available.  Trustee West commented on an increase the City is seeing in those unable to pay their utility bills.  Trustee Singer just wanted to make sure those in serious need are being assisted and there is no abuse of the system. 
Trustee Reports:

Trustee West reported BATV offices were moved over spring break into their temporary location at the High School and they hope to be in the new offices soon.

Trustee Tracy commented on the need to update the website as soon as possible.  He also commented on the recent election and the poor voter turn out.  Trustee West encouraged residents to get out and vote.  Trustee Tracy reported that the Forest Preserve issue had a positive outcome.
Other Business:  None report.
Adjournment:  Upon a motion made by Trustee Tracy, seconded by Trustee Gilkerson and unanimously approved, the Board Meeting adjourned at 8:30p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Susan Fricano, Township Clerk


Approved by the Board of Trustees: _______________________________Date:  _______

