Batavia Township

131 Flinn Dr. Suite B

Batavia, IL  60510

630-879-1392

Minutes of the May 10, 2011 regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Batavia Township.

Supervisor Anderson called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Trustee Singer led the board in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call:  Present: Supervisor James Anderson; Trustees Ron Gilkerson, Brian Singer, Leigh Tracy, John West; Road Commissioner Christopher Long; Township Clerk Sue Fricano.
Others Present:  Van Larson, Township Attorney.

Residents:   Howard Katz

Absent:  Assessor Tammy Kavanaugh.
Checking of Bills and Checks for April 2011
Minutes:  Trustee Gilkerson moved to approve the minutes of the April 2011 regular meeting, seconded by Trustee Singer.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.
Nays:  None

Motion passed.

Accounts:  Trustee Singer moved to approve the accounts from April 2011; Trustee West seconded the motion.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.
Nays:  None

Motion passed.

Assessor’s report:  Assessor Kavanaugh was absent and Supervisor Anderson reported that the assessor’s office is especially busy at this time of year.

Road Commissioner’s Report:  Commissioner Long had nothing new to report.   Trustee West commented to Commissioner Long that he had received some feedback about the new brush pick up guidelines.  Some of the feedback was not positive.  Supervisor Anderson commented that the   township does not have to do brush pick up at all and that we are the only township that does brush pick up.

Old Business:  

A. Neighbors Publication – Trustee Tracy was interested to hear comments on whether we should purchase space in the Neighbors publication or not?  Trustee Gilkerson stated he had given the topic a lot of consideration but felt he was not convinced that it would be a worthwhile expenditure.  Especially because it does not reach everyone in the township.  Supervisor Anderson felt the need was not there.  We do not have the programs many townships provide and only have the assessor’s office and the highway department.  Trustee Tracy just thought it would be a good vehicle for allowing people to see what the township does and the services provided.  Commissioner Long did not feel the highway department would have any use for the publication.  Trustee Singer understood Trustee Tracy’s desire to inform Batavia about their township.  The topic was left open for another month and will be revisited next month.  

B. Public Participation at Meetings – With the assistance of Supervisor Anderson, Van Larson, Township Attorney put together an ordinance outlining the guidelines for public participation at the Township meetings.  A couple of things to highlight are that the public participation will take place after the Trustee reports.  The public will be given 3 minutes to speak and any discussion beyond that can be put in writing and submitted to the Township office for review.  The ordinance addresses video and audiotaping of the meetings and some other issues.   Please see Ordinance 11-10-5 for further reference. 

C. Emergency Assistance – Supervisor Anderson reported that emergency assistance is now available and has been used twice for a total of $357.00.  Emergency assistance is available once a year for a maximum of around $250.00/incident and $15,000/year.

D. Identity Protection Policy:  Supervisor Anderson had a document typed up however Van Larson, Township Attorney wanted to present something more formal for next month in the form of an ordinance. Upon a motion made by John West to approve tabling the topic for next month, seconded by Trustee Gilkerson.  Roll call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.
Nays:  None

Motion passed.
E. Inc. Board Open House:  Trustee Gilkerson, Supervisor Anderson and Howard Katz attended the open house where over 120 were in attendance.  Trustee Gilkerson commented on the event being like ‘old home week’ for him as he saw many of his past students.  Overall, the open house to mark the 40th anniversary of the Inc. Board and the passing legislation was a huge success.
New Business:
A. Transfer of Funds -  Supervisor Anderson reported there would be a transfer of funds, $10,000 from medical services and $5,000.00 from shelter to emergency assistance.
B. RSVP:  Supervisor Anderson received a thank you from RSVP for the funds from the township to help supplement their prescription assistance program for seniors.  They invited anyone from the township who might be interested to attend their board meetings held on the second Monday of the month at 9:30am, Bethany Lutheran Church.
C. Education Conference – June 23rd in Lisle – Supervisor Anderson passed around a registration form for all those interested in attending.

D. County Meeting – Brewster Creek Forest Preserve – May 18th, 7pm, Rte 25, St. Charles, IL – Supervisor Anderson announced the meeting and stated that there would be a discussion on taxes for anyone who was interested. 

Trustee Reports:

Trustee Tracy commented on the completion of the minutes and the agendas to the website.  Supervisor Anderson stated if anyone was interested in seeing the minutes from the meetings in the 1800’s the Depot Museum houses those minutes.  Trustee Gilkerson stated he volunteered at the Depot Museum and commented on their upcoming addition.  

Trustee Singer wanted to confirm he could help promote a community wide event at the next meeting.

Other Business:  None reported.
Adjournment:  Upon a motion made by Trustee Singer, seconded by Trustee Gilkerson and unanimously approved, the Board Meeting adjourned at 8:00p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Susan Fricano, Township Clerk


Approved by the Board of Trustees: _______________________________Date:  _______

