Batavia Township

131 Flinn Dr. Suite B

Batavia, IL  60510

630-879-1392

Minutes of the June 14, 2011 regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Batavia Township.

Supervisor Anderson called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Supervisor Anderson led the board in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call:  Present: Supervisor James Anderson; Trustees Ron Gilkerson, Brian Singer, Leigh Tracy, John West; Road Commissioner Christopher Long; Assessor Tammy Kavanaugh;    Township Clerk Sue Fricano.
Others Present:  Van Larson, Township Attorney. 
Checking of Bills and Checks for June 2011
Minutes:  Trustee Tracy moved to approve the minutes of the May 2011 regular meeting, seconded by Trustee Gilkerson.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.
Nays:  None

Motion passed.

Accounts:  Trustee West moved to approve the accounts from May 2011; Trustee Singer seconded the motion.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.
Nays:  None

Motion passed.

Assessor’s report:  Assessor Kavanaugh stated that her office is busy working on assessments and they hope to have them finished by mid to late August.  She asked that people check the website or call in August to see the assessment.  Assessor Kavanaugh would like the public to call the assessor’s office first before filing an appeal with the County.  Most of the time problems or questions can be handled and resolved by the assessor’s office and an appeal can be avoided. 
Road Commissioner’s Report:  Commissioner Long had nothing new to report.   

Old Business:  

I. Education Conference June 23rd in Lisle – Supervisor Anderson reminded everyone of the conference coming up next week.
II. Neighbors Publication – Trustee Tracy made a motion to use the Neighbor Publication three times in the coming year.  The cost would be $1050.00/issue for 2 pages, total cost $3,150.00.  The three proposed publications would be the September/October, January/February, May/June issues.  The North Aurora addresses that are within the township but do not receive the Neighbor publication could be included using information from the assessor’s office.  Trustee Tracy volunteered to edit and prepare the copy.  The Board could re-evaluate the effectiveness of the issues and decide if they would like to continue to participate in the publication.  Trustee Singer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Singer, Tracy and Anderson.

Nays:  Gilkerson, West.

Motion passed.

Trustee Gilkerson made a motion to table participation in the Neighbor Publication until September.  Trustee Gilkerson felt that in the economy we are in the money could be put to better use helping those in need.   Commissioner Long suggested putting together a mock sample of what would be put in the publication.  Trustee West seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was taken.
Ayes:  Gilkerson, West, Anderson.

Nays:  Singer, Tracy.

Motion passed.

III. Identity Protection Policy Ordinance:  Supervisor Anderson asked if anyone had any questions about Ordinance 11-6-14.  With no questions Trustee West made a motion to approve the ordinance.  Trustee Tracy seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was taken.
Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.

Nays:  None.

Motion passed.

IV. County Meeting – Brewster Creek – Supervisor Anderson commented that Brewster Creek was a very nice place that had space converted to meeting areas and the main space was like a lodge.  The meeting covered Forest Preserves in Kane County and how some of the land is used for farming and some is just open space.  They don’t want all development.  Supervisor Anderson also commented of the lack of participation at these meetings by the townships.  Only six townships attended and there are sixteen townships in the county.  Supervisor Anderson encouraged the board to attend the next meeting on August 17th at the Fire Museum in Aurora by the Roundhouse. 
New Business:

A. Mental Health Re-appointment:  Ron Gilkerson and Gary Brown – Supervisor Anderson made a motion to re-appoint both gentlemen.  Trustee West moved to approve the motion, seconded by Trustee Singer.  Roll-call vote was taken.
Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.

Nays:  None.
B. Prevailing Wage Ordinance – Trustee Singer moved to approve the ordinance, Trustee West seconded the motion.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.

Nays:  None.

Trustee Gilkerson commented that the prevailing wage is not an attempt by the unions at exploitation.  The wage includes salary, health care and retirement benefits.  Supervisor anytime a township is hiring from outside the township to do work for the township, the company hired must pay the prevailing wage.
C.  Report – Local Democracy and the Township of Illinois – Supervisor Anderson handed out a report that explains what Townships do and their importance.  Today there are many movements to try to eliminate Township government.  This handout outlines the importance of Township government.
Public Participation: No one present at meeting. 

Trustee Reports:

Trustee Gilkerson commented on the current Township Perspective issue and its article on Township government and its importance.  He feels we will probably see this issue pop up again this fall.  He spoke of other states that have done away with Townships.  He gave Michigan as an example.  The governor stepped in and appointed an executor dismissed all the elected officials, although they are all still taking a salary, and essentially dissolved the Township.
Supervisor Anderson commented that the County would probably take over the highway department and the assessor’s office, but General Assistance would suffer.   Supervisor Anderson explained that the state is suppose to have a 30 day waiting period but right now because the system is overloaded the wait is more like 60 days or more.  At the Township level people receive immediate assistance.  Supervisor Anderson also felt the County could not do the same job as our highway department and assessor’s office.
Trustee Tracy invited all to the Batavia Arts Council’s social at the RendezVu this Thursday June 16th from 5-8pm.  He also commented on the website with the updated minutes and agenda and would like all the information kept updated throughout the site with new and relevant information about both the assessor’s office and highway dept.

Supervisor Anderson made a comment on funding and the need to re-establish more funding in the community.  Supervisor Anderson will add it to the agenda next month and asks the board to think about social service agencies that need help.
Other Business:  None reported.
Adjournment:  Upon a motion made by Trustee Gilkerson, seconded by Trustee Singer and unanimously approved, the Board Meeting adjourned at 7:47p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Susan Fricano, Township Clerk


Approved by the Board of Trustees: _______________________________Date:  _______

