Batavia Township
131 Flinn Dr.  #B
Batavia, IL  60510
630-879-1392
Minutes of the August 10. 2010 regular meeting of the Batavia Township Board of Trustees
Atty. Van Larson led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Call to Order:
Supervisor Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
Roll Call: Present: Supervisor James Anderson; Trustees: Ron Gilkerson, Brian Singer, Leigh Tracy; Road Commissioner Christopher Long; Deputy Clerk Howard Katz
Others Present: Layla Beth, Township Office Manager; Van Larson, Township Attorney

Absent: Sue Fricano, Clerk; John West Trustee; Tammy Kavanaugh, Assessor; Robert Chalberg, Township Accountant
Checking of Bills and Checks
Minutes:  Trustee Tracy moved and Trustee Gilkerson seconded to approve the minutes of the July 13, 2010 regular meeting. 
Ayes:  Anderson, Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, 
Nays:  None
Motion Passed
Accounts:  Trustee Singer moved and Trustee Tracy seconded to approve the accounts from July, 2010
Ayes:  Anderson, Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, 
Nays:  None
Motion Passed
Assessor’s Report:  Assessor Cavanaugh was absent. 

 Mr. Tracy congratulated the Assessor on how the 2010 assessment was handled and said that this was nicely done.  He also complimented her on the message from her on the Township’s website home page.
Road Commissioner’s Report:  Commissioner Long reported that nothing was new since last month.  He noted that the area-wide construction strike put us back 1 month on ongoing projects.  We’re doing the balance of repaving on Deerpath, Seavey and Horseshoe Rds., and a new surface type is being tried on Hickory Rd.

Mr. Gilkerson noted that the television show “60 minutes” recently had a segment on Township governments around the country.  They reported that a growing trend to save funds and cut costs that is being done by many Townships is by cutting roads back to country road status—Highway departments are making them gravel roads again by destroying asphalt, in order to save on maintenance costs.  Commissioner Long said He was aware of this trend—by changing to gravel, those townships can save on, for example, pothole repair.  He stated that we are fortunate that we have had good roads to begin with.  We have a good tax base and small road count to maintain.
Old Business:
The TOI Fall Conference will be held on Nov. 7th thru the 9th, in Springfield.  Supervisor Anderson reminded the board that the housing form needs to be returned to TOI before Oct. 15th.  Everyone who can attend are registered except for Mr. Singer, and Ms. Fricano.  The Township will cover the costs of the Conference.
New Business:
Supervisor Anderson reminded the Board that the Township Officials of Kane County monthly meeting will be held next Wednesday, August 18th, 7:00pm at the Univ. of Illinois Extension Center, 535 S. Randall Rd, St. Charles.  The topic will be  “Filling in the Big Picture” Chapter 4, and the meeting attendees will hear from the Townships of Blackberry, Campton, Geneva, Kaneville and  Sugar Grove.
Trustee Reports:  

Trustee Gilkerson reported that the Board of Directors of the Mental Health and Mental Retardation Services Board has formally changed its name from the above to simply the “INC Board.”  This change was made since not only is this how most people now call the organization, but the phrase “mental retardation” no longer represents the scope of the services offered.   He noted that the State of IL is behind in payments to the member agencies, and for most, the situation is dire.  The irony is that not only do more and more people need the services these agencies offer as the economy falters, but most of the agencies have had to cut staff to meet budget.  Supervisor Anderson asked if Mutual Ground in Aurora was still open since they had been particularly hard hit financially.  Mr. Gilkerson reported that yes, they are.

Trustee Tracy reported on the Township website status—the programmer is still working on getting the property lookup online to mesh with the current web design, and is reporting progress.

He also noted the City of Batavia’s annual Art in Your Eye art festival will be held this weekend

Mr. Tracy then distributed flyers about the upcoming “Governmental Forum on Social Services” forum, to be held on Sept. 16, 6-8:30 pm at the Christ Community Church, in St. Charles. He used as an example the situation with the Kane Co. Board voting to cut the Health Dept. staffing in half. The remaining social service programs in the County are necessary and the idea of this forum is to bring officials and candidates together with Social Service providers, advocates, users of these services as well as voters together, and get a dialog going.
Other Business: Compensation for a Deputy Clerk—Supervisor Anderson asked the Board to consider setting a rate for any Township Deputy Clerk when one has to temporarily take over the Duties from the sitting Clerk.  Trustee Gilkerson suggested that Batavia Township pro-rate the salary the Clerk normally gets paid.   Supervisor Anderson suggested a starting point of $150.  Atty Larson asked the Deputy Clerk how much time he spent getting ready for tonight’s meeting and plus an estimated time finishing the meeting minutes—the Deputy Clerk told the Board what he had done so far.  Since this is a fiscal matter not on tonight’s agenda, further discussion and the setting of the remuneration will be on next month’s agenda.
Adjournment:  A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee SInger and seconded by Supervisor Anderson.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:25pm
Respectively submitted,
Howard R. Katz
Deputy Township Clerk

Approved by the Board of Trustees:_______________________________  Date:_____________
