Batavia Township

131 Flinn Dr. Suite B

Batavia, IL  60510

630-879-1392

Minutes of the July 12, 2011 regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Batavia Township.

Supervisor Anderson called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Assessor Kavanaugh led the board in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Roll Call:  Present: Supervisor James Anderson; Trustees Brian Singer, Leigh Tracy; Road Commissioner Christopher Long;  Assessor Tammy Kavanaugh; Township Clerk Sue Fricano.
Others Present:  Van Larson, Township Attorney; Bob Chalberg, Township Accountant; Layla Beth, Township Office Manager; Howard Katz, resident;  Philip Roth, Batavia business employee; W.A. Moore, resident; Julane Sullivan, resident and business owner. 
Absent:  Trustees Ron Gilkerson and John West.
Checking of Bills and Checks for July 2011
Minutes:  Trustee Tracy moved to approve the minutes of the June 2011 regular meeting, seconded by Trustee Singer.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Singer, Tracy, Anderson.
Nays:  None
Absent:  Gilkerson, West.
Motion passed.

Accounts:  Trustee Singer moved to approve the accounts from June 2011; Trustee Tracy seconded the motion.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Singer, Tracy, Anderson.
Nays:  None
Absent:  Gilkerson, West.
Motion passed.

Assessor’s report:  Assessor Kavanaugh stated that her office is finalizing reassessments for this year.  They should be posted on the website in the next couple of weeks.  Again, Assessor Kavanaugh appealed to the public to call the assessor’s office first before filing an appeal with the county.  Most of the time problems or questions can be handled and resolved by the assessor’s office and an appeal can be avoided.   Assessor Kavanaugh state the office is receiving a lot of calls this year.
Road Commissioner’s Report:  Commissioner Long reported that the road department is busy cleaning up from the wind storm.  Deerpath Rd is still closed near Nelson Lake Road because of down lines, the lines are live and they need to wait until Com Ed comes out to declare the area safe.  All of the residents have power so they are just dealing with down trees, lines and debris.   

Old Business:  

I. Education Conference June 23rd in Lisle – Supervisor Anderson asked for any comments on the conference.  Trustee Singer said he and Trustee West attended the conference and he thought it was well done.
II. TOKC -  Supervisor Anderson reminded everyone of the Township Officials  of Kane County meeting to be held at the Aurora Fire Museum, 53 North Broadway near the Roundhouse, on August 17th at 7pm.  Supervisor Anderson thought the tour of the museum should be very interesting.
New Business:

A. Assistance to ‘local’ Social Service agencies – Supervisor Anderson and Layla Beth, Township Office Manager, submitted a report outlining possible contributions to social service agencies and looked to the board for any input.                                                                                                      St. Vincent DePaul Society 

$15,000

Salvation Army Tri-City Corps.
$  5,000

Lazarus House


$  5,000

Batavia Interfaith Food Pantry
$  5,000

Tri-City Health Partnership
$  5,000

Howard Katz, resident, suggested having the agencies sign a form verifying that the funds would be allocated for non religious programs.  Supervisor Anderson stated all the agencies and the Township help those in need they do not base it on their religion. Howard Katz suggested it to protect the Township which is allocating government funds.  Supervisor Anderson stated he would take it up with the Township Attorney, Van Larson.  Trustee Tracy agreed with the chosen agencies and contributions.  Supervisor Anderson stated that they chose these agencies because they are not funded by the 708 board and they did not want to overlap.  Layla Beth, Township Office Manager, talked about one of the chosen agencies.  She has spoken with representatives from the St. Vincent DePaul Society and they stated they provide assistance to Batavia residents regardless of faith.  They advised her they received 877 calls last year and helped 3,826 residents with basic needs.  They have 30 active members that do home visits with the residents in need.  This agency has the flexibility to help with things others cannot.  For example, car expenses.  When someone has a job they need to get there in order to keep the job.  Finally, this organization is very organized and keeps accurate records.
B. Annual Report –Supervisor Anderson wanted to revisit the communication of what is going on at the Township and how to get that out to the residents.  Trustee Tracy wants to have input from others and come up with a plan so when this area is revisited in September we will have some options.  Whether that is a newsletter, the Neighbor magazine, or some other form of communication.  Supervisor Anderson said the annual report is available to anyone at any time.  Trustee Tracy felt this report is strictly financial and we need something to outline programs and services; for example, what the assessor’s office does, programs under the road department, general assistance…etc.  Trustee Tracy feels we have an obligation to provide this information to the residents.   There was some discussion as to how to reach all residents including those in North Aurora who are part of the Township and everyone feels it is imperative that they are reached.
Public Participation: Julane Sullivan and Philip Roth were in attendance from All Dressed Up Costumes to promote and talk about Shakespeare on Clark.  This is an event that has been taking place on Clark Island in Batavia for 13 years.  This year Shakespeare on Clark will present ‘The Merry Wives of Windsor’ dates, times and more information are available on the Batavia MainStreet website at www.downtownbatavia.com .  The event will take place on weekends at the end of July and beginning of August.  The production is light, fun, fast paced, family friendly and free.  They are holding a fundraiser to help cover some of the $5,000 cost to put on the production.  The fund raiser will be held Sunday July 17th at the Blackberry Polo Club off Bliss Rd, south of Main St., at noon.  Cost is $10/person or $30/car.  .
Trustee Reports:  Trustee Singer wanted to clarify that he felt the money for the neighbors magazine if needed should go to those in need, but he understood that the Township had enough money to provide assistance and inform the residents of the Township about the Township, the services and programs available.
Trustee Tracy encouraged people to attend Shakespeare on Clark and to attend the Red Carpet event to view the Batavia Arts Center.  He feels the center is one of a kind and not to be missed.  He also reported that Bulldogs Unleashed has a brochure that has a map to lead you  to each Bulldog.  Bulldogs Unleashed is a fundraiser, it will benefit the Library, School and Parks Foundations.  The live auction will take place September 10th at the Fox Valley Country Club and some of the Bulldogs will go up for auction.  Finally, he wanted to let everyone know about an event sponsored by the RendezVu Restaurant.  It is called ‘Dog Catcher’ weekly clues on where to track down the Bulldog of the week will be posted on the RendezVu face book page Mondays beginning July 11th through August 22nd.  The weekly winning entry will be pulled Saturdays beginning July 17th through August 28th.  Winners will receive certificates to the RendezVu Restaurant.
Other Business:  Supervisor Anderson spoke about a request for volunteers at the Batavia Community Garden.  For more information visit the Batavia MainStreet website at www.downtownbatavia.com or call Jennifer Warta at 630.406.9504.  Everything that is grown at the Community Garden goes to benefit those who use the Batavia Food Pantry.  He also spoke about a red Carpet Event that will take place on Saturday August 20, 2011.  It will be an event to allow people in to view the new Batavia Arts Center.  For more information go to www.bataviaartscouncil.org .
Time and Date of Next Meeting:  Next meeting will be held on Tuesday August 9, 2011 at 7pm.
Adjournment:  Upon a motion made by Supervisor Anderson, seconded by Trustee Singer and unanimously approved, the Board Meeting adjourned at 7:51p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Susan Fricano, Township Clerk


Approved by the Board of Trustees: _______________________________Date:  _______

