Batavia Township

131 Flinn Dr. Suite B

Batavia, IL  60510

630-879-1392

Minutes of the September 13, 2011 regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Batavia Township.

Supervisor Anderson called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Trustee Tracy led the board in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Present: Supervisor James Anderson; Trustees Ron Gilkerson, Brian Singer, Leigh Tracy, John West; Township Clerk Sue Fricano.
Others Present:  Bob Chalberg, Township Accountant; Howard Katz, resident.

Absent:  Road Commissioner Christopher Long; Assessor Tammy Kavanaugh.

Checking of Bills and Checks for August 2011
Minutes:  Trustee Tracy moved to approve the minutes of the August 2011 regular meeting, seconded by Trustee West.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.
Nays:  None
Motion passed.

Accounts:  Trustee Singer moved to approve the accounts from August 2011; Trustee Tracy seconded the motion.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.
Nays:  None
Motion passed.

Assessor’s report:  Assessor Kavanaugh was absent.

Road Commissioner’s Report:  Commissioner Long was absent.
Old Business:  

A. Social Service Agency Contributions – Contributions have been made and acknowledgement from all the agencies have been received but one.  All the agencies were very grateful for the help.
B. Discussion of Township Newsletter or Publication -  Trustee Tracy started by moving to remove the motion to have 2 pages published in the Neighbor Magazine three times a year in order to allow for discussion and a new motion.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Singer.  Roll-call vote was taken.
Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson

Nays:  None

Motion passed.

Trustee Tracy then made a motion to have 2 pages published in the Neighbor Magazine three times a year with the added printing and mailing to the approximately 3,000 Township residents outside the delivery boundary, with a maximum budget of $5,000.  The $5,000 includes everything.
Supervisor Anderson inquired about where the extra addresses would be gathered for the mailing.  Trustee Tracy stated either through Assessor Kavanaugh and the real estate parcels, or Trustee Tracy can produce a list from registered voters. 

Trustee Gilkerson was interested in possibly seeing a draft of what would be produced for publication before approving the motion.  He wanted to know what kind of things would be published.  Trustee Tracy read off a list of the possible topics for publication.  For example, the general functions and responsibilities of Township government.  Supervisor Anderson noted when they use to do a Township newsletter in 2001-02 many of these topics were covered and the articles could probably be used again.  Supervisor Anderson inquired about doing one issue at a time or how they would be spaced out.  Trustee Tracy stated it would probably be published every other issue.  For example, one in January/February issue, one in May/June issue and one in September/October issue of next year.  After the first year we can look for feedback and monitor the success of the publications.  
Trustee West felt the Batavia Neighbors Magazine was well read, but wanted to know what the people of the township will get for $5,000.

Trustee Gilkerson pointed out they will get openness.  This was the platform for a couple of Trustees and allows residents to get to know the Township office. 

Trustee West agreed but wanted it revisited after one year before committing to another year.  He just wants to make sure there is something of value for the Township resident.

Trustee Singer agreed and liked the openness factor to let people know what the Township is all about.  He did want to make sure the $5,000 included everything.

Trustee Gilkerson wanted to know more about the mailing to the extra residents.  Trustee Tracy stated the Batavia Neighbor Magazine will do everything for the mailing.  Trustee Gilkerson thought it made sense and agreed to the motion.

After discussion the group unanimously agreed to Trustee Tracy’s motion.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson

Nays:  None

Motion Passed.
C. Conference Registration – All reservations have been made and confirmations received.  Anyone wanting to go beyond this point will have to make arrangements themselves.  Trustee Singer commented that he enjoys the conferences, but does not feel at this point they help him do his job as Trustee any better.  He would rather have the money that would go to send him donated to a charity and he offered to match the donation.  Supervisor Anderson stated the Township could not do that.
New Business:

A. Ride-In-Kane – Supervisor Anderson reported that the monthly meetings will now be going to quarterly meetings because the program is so successful and runs so well the monthly meetings are not needed.  He spoke about abuse of the program and how it is addressed immediately.  Kendall County is now starting a ride program.
B. Laws and Duties Handbook – Supervisor Anderson received a new handbook.  There might be some minor changes but basically it remains the same.  He offered to order a book for anyone who wanted one, but the group decided to order just one for the office and save the money.
C. Passport Day – County Clerk’s Office, Saturday September 17th from 10am to 3pm.
D. Highway Department Storage:  Supervisor Anderson explained that the back of the building had been rented to a tenant and Road Commissioner Long had to find a new spot to store out of season items for the Township.  The temporary storage spot is on Stevens St. in Geneva, but currently Road Commissioner Long is having plans drawn up for a new storage unit out by the Township garage.

Trustee West inquired as to why a place in Batavia had not been rented for the storage.  Supervisor Anderson stated that he and Road Commissioner Long looked all over Batavia, but could not find a site that met the immediate needs. 

Trustee West questioned spending $6,000 for drawings and inquired where the building would be placed.  Supervisor Anderson state the location was to be on Lathem St. in the Industrial Park.  The street just before where Waste Management is located.

Public Participation: None
Trustee Reports:  

Trustee Gilkerson reported on a request to the INC. Board for additional funding from the Suicide Prevention Agency and he was glad to report they were able to meet this request.  Trustee Gilkerson also commented on is attendance at the IL State Fair on local official’s day.  He saw and spoke with the Lieutenant Governor, Sheila Simon and reported that he listened to her play in a Jazz band and he thought she was very good.

Trustee West reported on the re-dedication to take place at the High School on Sunday October 9th from 2-4:30pm and BATV will hold an open house.
Trustee Singer reported that Hoover Wood Elementary School was celebrating their 10 year anniversary.  They had an assembly where all the children wore red, white and blue and they also commemorated the 9-11 disaster.

Other Business:  Supervisor Anderson commented on the Aurora Fire Museum from the last County meeting.  He felt it would be a great field trip for anyone with children.  The annual banquet is coming up for the county and Supervisor Anderson will be looking for door prizes if anyone is interested in donating.
Trustee Gilkerson commented on the Mosquito Abatement program and his continual concern over the amount of money being spent on this program.  He has looked into the mosquito problem and there is no pressing concern from health officials.  Trustee Gilkerson has spoken to some Doctors who say most people have developed immunity to the diseased mosquitoes.  The Township has put more than $100,000 into this program over the past few years and he feels the money could be spent better elsewhere.  Supervisor Anderson agreed and stated that we have no current contact with any company to spray.  Supervisor Anderson also feels like the money is not being spent well since there can be no spraying in the Nelson Lake area and that is where majority of the mosquito probably comes from.  Howard Katz, Batavia resident, asked if the Townships west of us spray.  Supervisor Anderson did not think they sprayed.  Trustee Gilkerson wanted the Mosquito Abatement issue placed on the agenda for the next meeting.  He would like to see the program finished.
Time and Date of Next Meeting:  Next meeting will be held on Tuesday October 11, 2011 at 7pm.
Adjournment:  Upon a motion made by Trustee Gilkerson, seconded by Trustee Singer and unanimously approved, the Board Meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Susan Fricano, Township Clerk


Approved by the Board of Trustees: _______________________________Date:  _______

