Batavia Township

131 Flinn Dr. Suite B

Batavia, IL  60510

630-879-1392

Minutes of the October 11, 2011 regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Batavia Township.

Supervisor Anderson called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Assessor Kavanaugh led the board in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Present: Supervisor James Anderson; Trustees Ron Gilkerson, Brian Singer, Leigh Tracy, John West; Township Clerk Sue Fricano; Road Commissioner Christopher Long; Assessor Tammy Kavanaugh.

Others Present:  Van Larson, Township Attorney; Howard Katz, resident.

Checking of Bills and Checks for September 2011
Minutes:  Trustee Tracy moved to approve the minutes of the September 2011 regular meeting, seconded by Trustee Singer.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.
Nays:  None
Motion passed.

Accounts:  Trustee Gilkerson moved to approve the accounts from September 2011; Trustee West seconded the motion.  Roll-call vote was taken.

Ayes:  Gilkerson, Singer, Tracy, West, Anderson.
Nays:  None
Motion passed.

Assessor’s report:  Assessor Kavanaugh reported that assessments were done October 4th and sent out.  If you were appealing your assessment you should have received a paper copy from the Township office.  Otherwise, all assessments were published on October 7th.  Residents have 30 days to appeal, up to November 7th.  However, if you would like to appeal Assessor Kavanaugh asks that you contact the Township office first to review your assessment and hopefully the appeal can be avoided.  Assessor Kavanaugh asked people to contact the Township office at 630.879.1392 or go to the Township website www.bataviatownship.com for more information.
Trustee Gilkerson commented on the job of the assessor and on behalf of a friend who went through the appeal process.  He followed all the appropriate directions, felt everything was handled very professionally at the Township office and he ended up not having to proceed any further.

Road Commissioner’s Report:  Commissioner Long stated that brush pick up would be completed this week and leaf pick up would start next week and continue every week until the week of Thanksgiving.  Commissioner Long spoke about the possible construction of the new storage building.  He stated that when they were forced to leave from the storage area behind the Township office, Batavia Enterprises provided them with a temporary place in Geneva that could hold them over until they could figure out what they were going to do for storage of seasonal equipment.  Commissioner Long stated that they tried to locate a storage facility in Batavia and thought they would have no problem in the industrial area, but nothing met their needs.  Either it was not big enough, space was divided and could not fit everything or the driveway or parking area were so small they could not even turn the trucks around.  They also realized in their search that for the cost of leasing, they could build a building with a 10 year payment plan.  They have had to put some money out up front to get the process started and will now be looking into financing and then bids will be accepted.  Trustee Gilkerson asked about the kind of building.  Commissioner Long stated it would be a steel frame and skin with a concrete floor.  It will be a little under 2,000 square feet, but will give them enough storage to house seasonal equipment.  Trustee Gilkerson wanted to know if it was the same as building a garden shed?  Multiply by ½ and then build.  Unfortunately, Commissioner Long stated this is as big a building as they can build.  The plans were at the office and available for viewing after the meeting.
Old Business:  

A. Annual Education Conference – Springfield – November 6-8 – All reservations have been made and everyone is set to go.
B. TOCK Annual Meeting – October 26th 6pm. Lincoln Inn, Batavia -  Supervisor Anderson sent around a signup sheet for attendance and advised everyone they would need to let Township office know by October 20th if they would be attending.
C. Neighbors of Batavia Magazine – Trustee Tracy reported he met with Tim Sullivan, the publisher of the Neighbors magazine and the Township will have two pages in the November/December 2011 issue, the March/April 2012 issue and the July/August issue.  Trustee Tracy emailed everyone a copy of the first issue to be published.  Trustee Tracy will put together the other two copies.  Supervisor Anderson added if anyone has input for the other two issues to contact the office or Trustee Tracy.  Commissioner Long wanted to make sure in regard to leaf pick up it stated ‘unincorporated’.  Assessor Kavanaugh provided the magazine with all the North Aurora addresses for the private mailing.
New Business:

A. Change in Meeting time for November – 8th to the 15th at 7pm – There will be a change in the meeting time because of the annual conference.  The Township board will meet on the 15th rather than the 8th of November at 7pm.
B. PACE public meeting Wednesday October 19th – There will be a meeting regarding the proposed restructuring of Route 801 and elimination of a portion of Route 802 and introducing the Geneva – St. Charles Call-n-ride.  The meeting will take place from 5-6:30pm at the Kane County Community Center, 719 Batavia Ave., Geneva, IL 60134.
C. Housing Services for the Public – On Saturday October 15, 2011 from 10am to 2pm at the Hemmens Cultural Center, 45 Symphony Way, Elgin, IL 60120 there will be an information session to learn how new programs can help you stay in your home. Get free, onsite assistance from a trusted source.  Contact Neighborhood Housing Services of Chicago for more information 773.329.4185 – www.nhschicago.org .   The other program is called Illinois Hardest Hit.  The Illinois Housing Development Authority (IHDA) has partnered with the U.S. Department of Treasury to offer temporary mortgage payment assistance to households that are struggling with income loss due to unemployment or underemployment, but are working to regain sufficient income to keep their home.  For more information on this program go to www.illinoishardesthit.org .
D. EVA Report 2011:  Supervisor Anderson stated that the report has not been received yet and so this business will be tabled until the next meeting.
Public Participation: None
Trustee Reports:  

Trustee Gilkerson reported on the 708 Board meeting and the INC Board.  He stated he shared the 708 annual report with the INC board, how money was dispersed and usage of the money in Batavia Township.  He also commented on the increase in people using mental health services.  Trustee Gilkerson reported on his surprise at the amount of real estate the INC Board owned and the value of this real estate.
Resident Howard Katz was interested to know how many agencies the INC board funds and Trustee Gilkerson figured out about 25 and they have a budget of a little over 6 million a year.  Supervisor Anderson reminded everyone that these are tax dollars that were voted in years ago.
Other Business:  Supervisor Anderson wanted to comment on the leaf pick up.  The Township gets a lot of calls regarding leaves that have been raked or blown onto the street.  Supervisor Anderson pointed out this is a problem because it causes a traffic hazard in outlying areas and clogs the sewers in the city area.  He urged people to make sure they raked the leaves onto the parkway and not the road.
Time and Date of Next Meeting:  Next meeting will be held on Tuesday November 15, 2011 at 7pm.
Adjournment:  Upon a motion made by Trustee Gilkerson, seconded by Trustee Singer and unanimously approved, the Board Meeting adjourned at 7:30p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Susan Fricano, Township Clerk


Approved by the Board of Trustees: _______________________________Date:  _______

